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Enduring Beliefs of the Christian Faith

▪1/4: 1 John 1:5 – 2:6 
When we CHOOSE to follow Christ, one 
must recognize that we are sinners who 
need forgiveness while at the same time 
we CHOOSE to be humble and strive to 
be obedient. We lie when denying either

Grace and Reconciliation
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Enduring Beliefs of the Christian Faith

▪1/11: Luke15:11-24; Acts 2:38-39
The parable of ‘The Prodigal Son’ teaches 
us that when we become self-aware of 
our need for God and our own peril, He 
openly accepts us back into His fold. God 
is calling all of humanity back to Him

Grace and Reconciliation
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Enduring Beliefs of the Christian Faith

▪1/18: GEN 18:25-27; LUKE 18:9-14; 1 
JOHN 5:14 -16
The lessons focus on prayer for others 
and the humility one must show to 
others regardless of their status or 
position

Grace and Reconciliation



Call and Growth
Matthew 4:18-20;16:16-18
John 21:15-18
2 Peter 3:14-15,18
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Grace and Reconciliation

Enduring Beliefs of the Christian Faith



16 All Scripture is God-breathed 
and is useful for teaching, 
rebuking, correcting and 
training in righteousness,
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2 TIMOTHY 3:16 (NIV)
*Anchor Text



18 And Jesus, walking by the Sea of 
Galilee, saw two brothers, Simon 
called Peter, and Andrew his 
brother, casting a net into the sea; 
for they were fishermen.
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MATTHEW 4:18  (NKJV)
Lesson Text

Four Fishermen 
Called as Disciples



19 Then He said to them, “Follow 
Me, and I will make you fishers of 
men.” 20 They immediately left their 
nets and followed Him.
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MATTHEW 4:19 – 20 (NKJV)
Lesson Text

Four Fishermen 
Called as Disciples
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COMMENTARY – THE CALL
•We do not know why Jesus called 
the men that He did, but we do 
know there was nothing 
particularly special about them.
•They were not educated, did not 
attend seminary or were not 
Levites
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COMMENTARY – THE CALL
•Those God calls can be from 
anywhere – men and women, 
young and old (Joel 2:28 – 29; 
Acts 2:17)
•The key is that those who were 
called were obedient to the call
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COMMENTARY – THE CALL
•It is God however who gives 
spiritual gifts (Romans 12:3-8; 
1 Corinthians 12:1 – 11) and not 
everyone will have the same 
function, but they are all of the 
same body (1 Corinthians 12:12 –
30)



15 He said to them, “But who do you 
say that I am?”
16 Simon Peter answered and said, 
“You are the Christ, the Son of the 
living God.”
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MATTHEW 16:15-16 (NKJV)
Lesson Text



17 Jesus answered and said to him, 
“Blessed are you, Simon Bar-Jonah, 
for flesh and blood has not revealed 
this to you, but My Father who is in 
heaven.
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MATTHEW 16:17 (NKJV)
Lesson Text



18 And I also say to you that you 
are Peter, and on this rock I will 
build My church, and the gates of 
Hades shall not [a]prevail against it.
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MATTHEW 16:18 (NKJV)
Lesson Text



19 And I will give you the keys of 
the kingdom of heaven, and 
whatever you bind on earth [b]will 
be bound in heaven, and whatever 
you loose on earth will be loosed in 
heaven.”
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MATTHEW 16:19 (NKJV)
*Context Text



21 From that time Jesus began to 
show to His disciples that He must 
go to Jerusalem, and suffer many 
things from the elders and chief 
priests and scribes, and be killed, 
and be raised the third day.
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MATTHEW 16:21 (NKJV)
*Context Text
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COMMENTARY – THE TEST
•After their call, Jesus spent 3 
years with His disciples, teaching, 
training and showing them the 
who He was and what they would 
do. This cumulated in a test 
question he asked of who they 
thought He was
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COMMENTARY – THE TEST
•Peter answered correctly and 
Jesus confirmed that this 
knowledge didn’t come from mere 
observation, but by illumination 
that came from God the Father, 
which others did not have and 
why the answered differently
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COMMENTARY – THE TEST
•It is here that Jesus then proclaims 
the rights the Apostles will have on 
Earth – to bind and loose people 
through the preaching of the 
Gospel – when one tries to enter 
the kingdom through another way, 
he is bound….



Mount Zion A.M.E. Church of New Brunswick, NJ By Paul T. Bennett, Church School Superintendent

01/25/2026

COMMENTARY – THE TEST
•When one enters through the 
Gospel, that person is loosed:
•From the penalties of sin
•From religion
•From unforgiveness
•From guilt and shame



15 So when they had eaten breakfast, 
Jesus said to Simon Peter, “Simon, son 
of [a]Jonah, do you love Me more than 
these?” He said to Him, “Yes, Lord; You 
know that I [b]love You. ”He said to 
him, “Feed My lambs.”
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JOHN 21:15 (NKJV)
Lesson Text Jesus Restores Peter



16 He said to him again a second 
time, “Simon, son of [c]Jonah, do 
you love Me?” He said to Him, “Yes, 
Lord; You know that I [d]love You.” 
He said to him, “Tend My sheep.”
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JOHN 21:16 (NKJV)
Lesson Text Jesus Restores Peter



17 He said to him the third time, 
“Simon, son of [e]Jonah, do you [f]love 
Me?” Peter was grieved because He 
said to him the third time, “Do you love 
Me?” And he said to Him, “Lord, You 
know all things; You know that I love 
You.”Jesus said to him,“Feed My sheep.
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JOHN 21:17 (NKJV)
Lesson Text Jesus Restores Peter



18 Most assuredly, I say to you, 
when you were younger, you girded 
yourself and walked where you 
wished; but when you are old, you 
will stretch out your hands, and 
another will gird you and carry you 
where you do not wish.”

Mount Zion A.M.E. Church of New Brunswick, NJ By Paul T. Bennett, Church School Superintendent

01/25/2026

JOHN 21:18 (NKJV)
Lesson Text Jesus Restores Peter
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COMMENTARY – RESTORATION
•The exchange with Peter is based 
on Peter’s promise that He would 
never deny Jesus, but Jesus 
declared that he would deny Him 
3 times (Matthew 26:31 – 35) 
and this proved to be true 
(Matthew 26:69 – 75)
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COMMENTARY – RESTORATION
•The exchange with Peter is based 
on Peter’s promise that He would 
never deny Jesus, but Jesus 
declared that he would deny Him 
3 times (Matthew 26:31 – 35) 
and this proved to be true 
(Matthew 26:69 – 75)
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COMMENTARY – RESTORATION
•But Jesus restores him,  asking 
him to reaffirm his commitment –
the same number of times Peter 
denied Him
•Peter preached the first Gospel 
message at the start of the 
Church (Acts 2:14 – 41)



14 Therefore, beloved, looking 
forward to these things, be diligent 
to be found by Him in peace, 
without spot and blameless;
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2 PETER 3:14 (NKJV)
Lesson Text Be Steadfast



15 and consider that the longsuffering

of our Lord is salvation—as also our 
beloved brother Paul, according to 
the wisdom given to him, has 
written to you,
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2 PETER 3:15 (NKJV)
Lesson Text Be Steadfast



18 but grow in the grace and 
knowledge of our Lord and Savior 
Jesus Christ.
To Him be the glory both now and 
forever. Amen.
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2 PETER 3:18 (NKJV)
Lesson Text Be Steadfast
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COMMENTARY – GROWTH
•Peter’s life is not one of perfection 
– he was impulsive and could be 
hypocritical (Galatians 2:11-13)
•But this is why we can relate to 
him. God uses imperfect people to
do His will.



Scripture References

ROMANS 8:29
Predestined to be conformed to 
the image of His Son
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Church School Creed
Our Church School must grow & grow
And we must help to make it so
Every member a Christian
Every Christian a worker
Every worker trained
A worker that will not be ashamed
This we ask in Jesus’ name

-AMEN

Mount Zion A.M.E. Church of New Brunswick, NJ By Paul T. Bennett  Church School Superintendent

01/25/2026



Church School Benediction
We have come
We have studied
We have learned
So until our next coming together
To study God’s word
May His rich blessings reside with you
And may His Grace be eternally yours

-AMEN
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